



 

NZSRA – Eligibility Rules for ammunition used in Service Class rifles in National Competitions organised for NZSRA only.   
 
 
Introduction
Service rifle (and pistol and shotgun) shooting is intended to provide a competitive area for people with service firearms (as defined in SMC3).  Competitions recognise the use of military/police firearms by use of large targets, rapid time frames and less than optimal shooting positions.   These are intended to allow for the use of less-than-target-quality firearms and ammunition.
Competitive shooters generally seek to make the best use of their firearms by whatever accurising modifications are allowed by their discipline, and by using high quality ammunition (either purchased or reloaded) matched to the firearm.
In Service shooting we allow only minor modifications to the firearms and generally insist that they are general issue, and our eligibility rules are quite clear in this respect.
In the area of ammunition the SMC 3 is less specific, and we have had issues raised about the authenticity of some ammunition used, both purchased and reloaded, where shooters have gone beyond strictly military specifications.
Since a “level playing field” is important to many shooters, the need has been perceived to regulate the ammunition used at NZSRA organised competitions (currently this is only the National Championships/Service Challenge).
The committee has therefore prepared specifications for ammunition eligibility and this is attached.
 

Take note that:
a) this only applies to the annual National Championships at present but could be extended;
b) other organisations running competitions may stipulate more or less strict regimes for ammunition and this is their prerogative;
c) these specifications are based on published international data;
d) any ammunition not complying may be submitted to the national NZSRA committee for evaluation and a ruling, in the same way as firearms may, and each decision does set a recorded precedent, but any such submissions must be made at least two months before the applicable competition.
 
This may seem unnecessarily bureaucratic, but remember two things 
· People do sometimes cheat (even shooters) 

· Service matches are designed not to reward tack-driving accuracy. 

 
